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Press Release  
For Immediate Release - 13/02/2026 

 
TRANSATLANTIC TREASURES ON DISPLAY AS ESSEX WW1 MUSEUM REOPENS  

Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome opened its doors today (Friday 13 February) for the 2026 
season, with a new exhibition based on the life of Royal Flying Corps Captain Lindop Evans Brown. 

The curated display takes pride of place in a new gallery space that has been created as part of the 
reorganisation of the welcome area and gift shop. The objects on show, which recognise the life 
and wartime service of Captain Lindop Brown, have been loaned to Stow Maries Great War 
Aerodrome by the intrepid World War One pilot’s descendants, who now live in the USA. 

Objects on display include badges – among them his iconic RFC wings – uniform and flying 
equipment that were used by the Captain in his role as a Home Defence pilot during the Great War. 

Historian and Museum Ambassador Stephen Nunn comments: “This is a remarkable collection of 
historical objects directly linked to a Great War pilot – and in many ways representative of all the 
young men who were not only pioneers of aviation but of aerial warfare.” 

The Museum has a packed programme in the months ahead, with living history, wildlife events, 
flying displays and a second new exhibition scheduled for the late spring. The event programme 
commences with Dawn Patrol, a series of small-group wildlife walks in the early morning to visit 
the site’s carefully managed wildlife areas, followed by breakfast in The Airmen’s Mess café. Dawn 
Patrol will be held on Sundays 12 & 26 April and 10 May. Booking is essential. 

That is closely followed by a World War One Living History Weekend on 2-3 May and a brand-new 
event, The Stow Maries Motorbike Show, on Saturday 16 May. For details of all the year’s events, 
and to grab tickets for the two major shows of the year, Wings & Wheels on 24 May and The Stow 
Maries Air Show on 16 August, before they sell out, visit www.stowmaries.org.uk/events. 

Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer of Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, comments: “We are 
really excited about 2026. As well as our major air events, which both sold out last year, we have a 
fabulous selection of added-value events that are included in our standard admission price, and 
two new exhibitions that will bring tales of the Great War to fresh audiences.”  

The Museum is open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 4pm. The new family-friendly 
pricing structure for 2026 means that children aged 0 to 10 are now free on all standard admission 
days, and prices for adults and concessions have been frozen. 

For more information visit www.stowmaries.org.uk. 

-ENDS- 

Please credit all images to SMGWA. For more information or additional photography contact 
ian.flint@stowmaries.org.uk  
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 Notes for editors: 

 All proceeds from opening to the public and all events directly funds the ongoing work to preserve 
and protect Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome and support its battle for survival. 

 The museum, situated between Chelmsford and Maldon in the Essex countryside, features the 
largest collection of Royal Flying Corps buildings in the world. It was the base of 37 (Home Defence) 
Squadron Royal Flying Corps, which was tasked to protect London from raids by German Zeppelin 
airships and Gotha heavy bombers.  

 Essex County and Maldon District Councils led the acquisition of the site for the nation in 2013, 
following a generous grant from the Heritage Memorial Fund. It was placed in the care of Stow 
Maries Great War Aerodrome, a registered charity. 

 Today the museum, still an operational airfield, is supported and maintained by over 100 volunteers. 
It is open each Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10am until 4pm. 

 


