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Press Release  
For Immediate Release - 21/9/2026 

 
HISTORIC VEHICLES AND RADIO ENTHUSIASTS CELEBRATE MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS 

AT STOW MARIES GREAT WAR AERODROME 
 

Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome has a special place in history when it comes to advances in 
communications – the pilots of 37 Squadron, based there in World War One, pioneered the use of 
Wireless Telegraphy in flight, changing the face of military aviation for ever. 

On Saturday 19 September, the historic WW1 Aerodrome hosted all kinds of military vehicles and 
radio enthusiasts for Words Without Wires: The Story of Military Communication. The event, in 
partnership with Essex Historic Military Vehicle Association, saw both the grounds and the 
airwaves at Stow come alive with activity. 

Families enjoyed trying out historic radio equipment, exploring vehicles and learning Morse code, 
while military vehicle owners and enthusiasts got together and exchanged stories. Members of the 
10th Essex Living History Group appeared in Great War uniform, taking visitors back to the days 
when carrier pigeons and semaphore were only just giving way to bulky radio receivers and wired 
field telephones. Meanwhile, Alan Belton of VMARS Vintage & Military Amateur Radio Society, who 
served in the British Army for nearly 50 years, brought visitors more up to date with a display of 
radio and satellite equipment. 

Ian Flint, Chief Executive Officer of Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, comments: “Our 
permanent exhibition Words Without Wires traces some of the leaps forward in communication that 
happened around Stow Maries. This special event complemented that, and we were delighted to work 
with Essex HMVA and welcome VMARS on site to bring the subject to life for a wider audience.” 

For an even more in-depth look at military history, one of the next events at Stow Maries Great War 
Aerodrome is Frontline: Faces and Spaces on Friday 9 October – a day of seminars with three 
expert speakers, plus object handling, up-close tours and lunch. Plus, on Saturday 26 September, 
the Late Summer Fly-in offers visitors the chance to enjoy spotting the dozens of aircraft which 
come and go throughout the day. 

On non-event days, Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Hackman’s Lane, Purleigh CM3 6RN is open 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm, until 6 December (except 9 October), with 
fascinating exhibition halls, historic aircraft, interactive flight simulators, pedal planes and more, to 
keep every member of the family happy. For further details and online booking, visit 
www.stowmaries.org.uk.  

 

-ENDS- 
For more information contact info@stowmaries.org.uk  
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Notes for editors: 

 Essex County and Maldon District Councils led the acquisition of the site for the nation in 2013, 
following a generous grant from the Heritage Memorial Fund. It was placed in the care of Stow 
Maries Great War Aerodrome, a registered charity. 

 Today the museum, still an operational airfield, is supported and maintained by over 100 volunteers. 
It is open each Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10am until 4pm 

 Situated between Chelmsford and Maldon in the Essex countryside, the site hosts the largest 
collection of Royal Flying Corps buildings in the world. It was the base of 37 (Home Defence) 
Squadron Royal Flying Corps, which was tasked to protect London from raids by German Zeppelin 
airships and Gotha heavy bombers. 

 More information about Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome can be found at www.stowmaries.org.uk  
  

 


